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Arabella Dorman has chronicled a country caught between hope and fear, writes
Melissa van der Klugt

Armed only with her sketch book, Arabella Dorman found herself sitting beneath the high arches of the heavily fortified
governor’s compound in Sangin, Afghanistan. After months of planning and clearing of roads by British soldiers, dozens of
elders had arrived from across the valley and now sat cross-legged on the floor in white turbans and their finest kurtas for the
biggest shura the town had seen. Among them was a more sinister presence — the black turbans and beards of the Taliban. And
they were staring at her with open hostility. “The whole place was bristling with tension and you felt
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